
THE ARMY.
Annual Report of the Sec¬

retary of War.

OPERATIONS AGAINST THE INDIANS

Repeal of the Posse Comitatns Act
Recommended.

EXPENDITURES AND ESTIMATES

Details from the Reports of De¬

partment Officers.
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Washinoton. Not. 29. 1878.
Mr. George W. McCrarv. Secretaryjnf War. has sub¬

mitted bis annual report to tho President. Under
the bead of -The Army" bo says:.

It appears from the report of the General of the
Army that, according to the latest returns, received
October 15, 1878, tho strength of the several arms of
the service was as follows:.

Entitled Mm.
Cavalry -7,*29
Artillery 2,(530
Infantry 11,205
Engineer Battalion -199
Permanent and recruiting parties, music boys
and recruits in depots 1,121

Enlisted men detailed on general service 372
Ordnanoe Department 39*
West Point detachments... 190
Prison guard 71
Hospital stewards -188
Ordnance sergeants -11*
Commissary sergeants .1+8
Indian scouts -300

Grand total 2*.761
The reports of the Quartermaster General and Com¬

missary General of Subsistence, as well as those of
the General of the Army and the department and di¬
vision commanders, all concur in showing that the
army has been well and economically subsisted and
clothed, while the character of the rank and file has
been materially improved. Great care has been exer¬

cised in the selection of recruits, and as onp of tho
gratifying results the number of desertions has
been considerably reduced, the total decrease below
the number last year being 838.

DXSKBTIONB.
The aggregate number of desertions during each of

the past six years has been as ioillowM:.
Aggregate number of desertions from United States

Armv, fiscal year ending.
June 30. 1873 7,271
June 30. 1ST* 4,606
June 30, 1H75 2,521
June 30, 1876 1,**+
June SO, 1*77 2,516
June 30, 1878 1,(578

Notwithstanding the improv«»ueut apparent from
this statement the fact remains that the crime of
desertion is still alarmingly prevalent and an evil of
ho ordinary magnitnde.

THK INDIANS.
Indian hostilities have occurred in various locali¬

ties in the Territories, and have been suppressed by
the army, but in some eases not without serious loss
of life, both among soldiers and citizens. I remain
of the opinion that jiermanent peace in the Indian
country run only be maintained by the exhibition of
force sufficient to overawe and keep Jn subjection the
more warlike and dangerous of the savages. It is to
be hoped that the time is coining when the Indian
ean be governed by other methods, but until he has
been reached and elevated by the influences of educa¬
tion and civilization we must deal with him as he is
and by such methods as will keep him at peace and
make secure the lives of settlers in his neighborhood.
While, therefore, we should jiersevere in the effort to
improve the condition of the Indian tribes by
teaching them the arts of the herdsman and after¬
ward those of the husbandman, and by providing for
the education of their youth, we shonld, at the. same

time, confront them with such military force as will
teach them the futility of any attempt to resist tho
power of the United States. I also tuily agree with
the General of the Army in the opinion that such
provision should be made by Congress as will prevent
the possibility of suffering for lark of food among
Indiaus confined upon reservations. In short, our

policy toward the Indians should be designed to en¬
force tbdke two propositions, viz.:.

1. fair and just treatment of the Indians, includ¬
ing the faithful performance on our part of cverjr
promise; uriil.

U. The prompt and effectual punishment of all acts
of war on their part, and to this end the employment
of a sufficient military force in the Indian country to
act with vigor and success, when occasion requires,
and prevent the possibility of the del cut or massacre
of small detachment ol our troops, by which Indian
wars have been so often in the post encouraged and
prolonged.
The experiment ot enlisting, for special service,

Indian scouts has proved quite success! ul, and it has
been a source ot regret that the department has not
been able to employ a larger number. Under the ex¬
isting law, wliicn treats such scouts as a part of the
twenty -tive thousand enlisted men of the army, it has
been impossible to employ, of the one thousand
.utiiortzisl, a greater number than three hundred
without impairing seriously the efficiency of the regu¬
lar forces. As a material aid in the management of
Indian affairs 1 recommend that the law lie so
amended as to authorize au increase of the number of
¦Ueb scouts, and so as to declare timin to be a force
In addition to the number of enlisted nieu authorized
lor the army proper.

THE MEXICAN BOBDEK.
The increase of our force in the v canity of the Rio

Grande, anil the vigorous policy whieh-tor some time
has been pursued ui dealing with lnacauders invading
our soli from Mexico, have produced the rmiilt pre¬
dicted in my report of one year ago. Although the
people of Texas nave not lieen exempt frurn these in¬
cursions during the year, and several of them have
been attended by heartrending atrocities, yet they
have been fewer in number than during auy year for
. long period, and within the past four mouths almost
perfect quiet has prevailed. A considerable Mrxicau
force has been sent to the vicinity of the border to
operate against the bsnds of Indians infesting that
region, and the avowed purpose of the Mexican gov¬
ernment la to put a atop to raids upuei our people and
territory.

moors AM A POSSE OOMXTATCB.
The fifteenth section of the act ofAdougress of June

18, 187H, provides that.
From and after the paasag* of thla art it shall not bo

lawful to employ au.v part ''f the army of the United States
as * po**»i cotnitatus or otherwise, tor tbs purpose ol cxe-
suiiuk the law*, except in sacb cases and under such sir*
eumsianco as such employment uf said force may be ex-

prcssly authorised by the constitution or by act of Cun-
greaa ...#.*.

In my judgment it is important either that this
provision be repealed or that the number of cases in
which the use of the army shall be "expressly au¬
thorized be very much enlarged. In many portions
ot otir Western Territories, ami even in some por¬
tions of the newer fltatea, a resolute desperado, with
. few followers, can defy the officers ot tlie law and
any local posse that can be organized. Dur¬
ing the year iiuinerotia attacks liavo been
made upon the mail coaches in New Mexico
and Arizona tor purposes of robbery and
plunder; and while I have been of the opinion that
the mails of the t'uited states may be dwendnd by
the use of troops 1 have t>ocn obliged to give instruc¬
tion* that they cannot, without disregarding the act
of Congress, be. employe i to aid the officers of the
law in capturing the robber* alter they have com¬
mitted the crime. In doing ao they wonld set as a

posse com tat us, and this is nowhere by law "ei-

Sressly authorized." In the new and sparsely popu-
tteii region* of the Wat, to say to robber* and

thieves mat they shall not be taken on any writ un¬
less the sheriff and his local posse is able to capture
the in without aid from the soldiera, is almost to
grant them Immunity from arrest. In those new
region* the army is the power chiefly relied upon by
the law-abidiug people for protection and chiefly
feared by the lawless classes. Numerous instances
¦light be cited, but the recent occurrences in
Lincoln county, New Mexico, constitute a strik-
ing example. 1 he inability of the oflkNf in com-
maud of the troops in tost vicinity to aid the
officers of the law in making arrests was one of the
principal causes which hd to the most disgraceful
sceui s of riot and murder, amounting, in fact, to
Anarchy. This state of thiugs continued until a case
could he made for declaring the district in msurrnc-
tion, after wlneh a proclamation of warning was
Issued by the President, I he troops were called Into
action and at once restored qniet. I am clearly of the
opinion that the President should be left free to em¬

ploy the national forces in aid of the process of ths
federal courts whenever he shall deem it necessary,
but If such use is to lie limited to css'a where, as de¬
clared by tho act above quoted, it "1* expressly
authorized by the constitution or by acta of (ion-
gress," then It Is reap.* tfully *nbmitt<d that (,'ongres*
slmuM give very careful attention to the numeralmn
and specification of the cases In which audi tts« of
troops la to be permit!' d.

IfUow rievr.n MlVPUhMa.
In reference to the issue at rations to yellow fever

¦offerers the Secretary says that while there wae no

gtatute to authorize the orders given in the premises
they were not unprecedented, similar action having
bean taken by the government, through thla depart
Blent, on several previous occasions. If, however, no

audi precedent had been found, I think the circnm-
atances of the caae would have fully Just.lied the
¦ctton taken.
The fearful ravage* of this terrible disease consti¬

tuted an extraordinary eahimlty which required that
Bid should be granted. In ordering the issues In
question, however, 1 thought It nec. ssary to adopt
|M a rule for my guidance that government aid should

"not be extended except in cases of greet emergency
and when no other mode of relict wee posaible, and
that rule has been atrictlv adhered to. In addition to
the issue of rations, as shown by the report of the
Commissary General, tents were issued as a loan,
as follows:
August 15.1,000 common tents to Memphis.
August 'JO.260 common tents to Yicksburg.
August S.JUU common tents to Grenada.
August 24.000 common tents to Memphis.
September .7.25 common tents to Natchez.
September 21.1 hospital tent to Doualdsonville.
September 21.70 common tents to Chattanooga.
Also a small supply of medicines was issued to

Grenada. 1 respectfully recommend that a joint res¬
olution be passed by Congress approving and legalis¬
ing these issues.

I would recommend to Congress the careful consid¬
eration of the question whether such emergencies in
the future may uot l»e provided for by law by con¬

ferring authority to act upon the President. If it be
practicable the law should be so framed as never to
leave an executive officer under the necessity of act¬
ing outside of the statutes.

VPPBOl'lUATlONS, K.Yl'X.NDITl'RKS AND ESTIMATES.
The expenditure* under the War Department for

the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, were $2,618,888 69
less than those tor the previous lineal year, aud the
expenditures for the year ending June 30, 18T8, were
$1,321,734 54 less than those for 1877.
The estimates for the fiscal year ending June 30,

18i-o, as presented by chiefs of bureaus, were

$52,832,951 67. These I have reduced to $10,387,718 33,
which amount is only $1,'J10,862 15 in excess of the
aggregate appropriations for 1879, and, as we shall
presently see, is only an apparent increase even of
that amount, since the appropriations for the current
year for the support of the army seem to have been
upon the basis of 20,450 enlisted men, while the num¬
ber authorized by law was left at 25,450, As reduced
and submitted these estimates are for a less sum of
money than any annual estimates rendered to Con¬
gress from this department during a period of at least
eleven years, aud are $2,727,721 91 less than those for
tin* fiscal year 1879, which were $13,115,443 24.
The estimates, as compiled and promulgated in the

book of estimates, are divided into four classes.
namely, the civil establishment, the military estab¬
lishment, the public works and the miscellaneous,
and under these beads they may be briefly consid¬
ered.
In the civil establishment a slight Increase of ap¬

propriations is desired on account of existing neces¬
sities, which demand the employment of a large num¬
ber of clerks. The present clerical force is insufficient
to properly attend to and despatch the current public
business of this office and of the military bureaus.
Congressional calls for facts and tignres cannot satis¬
factorily be answered, and reasonable requests for
copies of records cannot properly be granted without
extra hours of labor, volunteer services or appropria¬
tions for the employment of additional clerks.
The estimates for the military establishment are

$29,335,727 33, and are on a basis of 25,460 enlisted
men, the force now allowed by law. These figures,
compared with those for 1879, which were on a basis
of 25,000 enlisted men, shows a reduction of
$2.261,543 35, which occurs principally In the yuarter-
master's .Department; and compared with the appro¬
priations for 1879 (in the aggregate $25,936,117 18),
which, as undertsood at this department, were on a
basis of 20,450 enlisted men, exhibit a difference of
only $3,399,610 15 between the amount of the present
estimates and the amount of appropriations for the
current fiscal year. These estimates, if rendered for
the increased number of men ou what is regarded as
tin- basis of the legislative allowance for 20,450 en¬
listed men for 1879, would be for about $32,420,146 47.
The estimates for public works are $7,670,981 30,

the same being $282,096 46 less than those for 1879,
and $1,814,493 70 less than the amount appropriated
at the last session of Congress. The largest differ¬
ences between the estimates and the appropriations
under this head appear in the titles "Fortifications
aud other works of defence," and "Harbors and
rivers."

In order to eontinuo operations on fortifications
and other works of defence during the fiscal year of
1876 appropriations amounting to $815,UUO were made
in 1875. since that time estimates for upward of
$2,000,000 have been rendered to Congress each year,
but no greater appropriation than $150,000 per annum
has beru made for such works. In view of these
tacts the estimates for 1HH0 have been reduced from
$3,188,400 to $1,000,000, which sum, if wisely allotted,
can well be applied to improve some of the import¬
ant works oi public defence aud preserve them iroin
waste and ruin.

BXVBBS AMD HABBOBS.
In connection with the reports of examinations and

surveys of rivers and harbors, made by order of Con¬
gress "since July 27, 1868, this department prepares
aud submits to Congress foil statements of all exist¬
ing* facta tending to show to what extent the general
commerce of the country will lie promoted by the
several works of improvements contemplated by such
examinations aud surveys (see sec. 231, K. 8.) These
statements necessarily include estimates to continue
all works once commenced under legal authority and
remaining unfinished for want of funds. The annual
estimates submitted to Congress for the improvement
of rivers and harbors have thus become largely in ex¬
cess of the appropriations obtained for the works: as,
for 1876, ou $13,504,500 submitted, $6,643,517 50
were granted; for 1877, on $14,301,100 re¬

ported, $5,oi5,0oo were allowed; and for 1878,
on $13,220,100 suggested, nothing was appro¬
priated. The estimates for 1879, compiled by
the Chief of Engineers, in order to show full state¬
ments of ull existing facts relative to these works of
improvements, were rendered for $13,302,660, but
were reduced by me to correspond with the aggrogate
appropriated August 14, 1876, the same being
$5,015,000. This amount was, however, exceeded in
the appropriations for 1879, which were $8,276,70U, or
$3,261, ;oti more than the estimates as revised. The
aggregate originally stated for rivers and harbors for
1880 was $15,019,008. This has been reduced on my
revision to correspond with the estimates as revised
for 1879, and the reduction is based on the belief that
$5,015,000 judiciously expended during the fiscal year
1886 will be a liberal allowance under this head of ap¬
propriation for the promotion of the general com-
merce of the country.
In tbu estimates for miscellaneous objects some

item* show an increase over tin- estimate* for 1879,
but the several amounts, considered ss s whole, are
deemed reasonable when compared with similar
item* in the appropriations for the current fiscal
year.

REPORT or THE QUARTERMASTER OEKKRAL.
The Quartermaster General reports that during the

fiscal year the requisitions from his office for pay¬
ments and remittance* by the Treasury, on all ac¬
counts. am tinted to $l'd,7tf2,6U3 SO. Of this amount
$718,749 30 was. during the year, under the law of
30th June, 1874, covered into the Treasury to the
credit of the surplus fund. The balance undrawn in
the Treasury at the end of June, 1878, was
$l,.ri39,U9f> 93. The department moved during the
year 7'.),'JtiO passengers, 11,100 beasts and 109,901 tons
of military material.
The operations of the department are embarrassed

by the action of Congress relating to land grant rail¬
roads, to none of whieli can money be paid until the
conclusion ot a suit before the courts.
There are still in the Quartermaster General's Office

.bout twenty-four thousand claims and accounts un¬
settled, calling for payment or $ 1:1,000.000; also many
claims which have been rejected, and which, as the
Third Auditor can no longer provide flreprool space for
their custody, remain in the Quartermaster Oeneral's
Office, a very unsafe budding, one in which a Ore,
once under way, would make such rapid progress
that but a small portion of its contents could escape
destruction.

REPORT or THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS.
The report of the Chief of Engineers states that

work upon our sea coast defcuccs, owing to the lack
of appropriations, has been limited to the rare and
preservation of the works. The system governing
the eonstruction of our works of defence was elabo¬
rated and adopted in MM, the main features of which
arc the use of heavy earthen barbette batteries, pro¬
tected by high traverses, and arranged for guns and
mortars of largo calibre, to be supplemented in the
future by guns of the heaviest modsrn calibre, and of
obstruetion* in the channel* (mainly electrical torpe¬
does) to prevent vessels from running past the bat¬
teries. The Chief of Engineers now recommends, in
addition to completing the open batteries already
partially constructed, the conversion of some
of our casemated forts for the reception of gnus of
the largest calibre behind armor plates of iron. The
trials and experiments with the torj>«do defence have
continued st WilleU's Point with satisfactory results.
The liattalion of Engineers, under the law roduc.ng
the ariny, has been fixed at 30b enlisted men. This
number, in tiie opinion of the Ch<ef of Engineers, is
too small for the eftieieut performauee of trie duties
required of them. It a war should occur with a
maritime Power the want of trained soldiers to plant
and operate our torpedo defences would be seriously
fait; and it is submitted whether the need* ot this
branch of the service may not justify a minimum or¬
ganisation tor the battalion ot not less than 63b en¬
listed men. For the torpedo service alone that num¬
ber Is requisite. The duty requires an intelli¬
gence au<f training which cannot be suppliod
in an emergency. in the event of an in¬
crease in the battalion, as 'recommended,
considerable detachments therefrom can be advan-
tageously employed in time of peace in the surveys
Under the Kngiueer lie,partitiont, And especially in tiie
surveys by the engineer officers on the sUil's of divis¬
ion and department commanders west of the Missis¬
sippi ltiver. The works of river and harbor im¬
provement provided for by the ai t ot August 14, 1*7<>,
were carried on during the fiscal year with satisfac¬
tory progress under the balances remaining of the
appropriation* contained in that and prior acts. Ad¬
ditional appropriations for river and harbor improve¬
ments wen made by Congress in the act approved
June 18, 1*78, and as far as practicable the works pro¬
vide! for therein are in process of execution. J»e-
tailed information In regard to each specific river and
harbor improvement msy be found in the report of
the Chief of HngmnefU. The survey of tin-Missis¬
sippi ltiver, recently commenced by the Kngiueer
Deportment, has Is'.en carried from Mound City,
above Memphis, to rv-anlon'a banding. Ark., and a
line of precise levels has been completed from Mem¬
phis, Tuun., to Austin, Miss. Detailed charts Won. 1,
it, I, 4, A, H and 7 Of the river have lieen completed.

TIIF. WIIKEIJCIl SIJRVET.
Tie- systematic survey of the territory west of the

tfiflth meridian, Which has liena for several yesrs
prosecuted under the direction of the Chief of En¬
gineers, by the officers ot the corps of engineers and
other officers Of the army, has been carried on dur¬
ing the last fiscal yesr in California, Oregon, Nevada,
blah, Colorado, New Mexico and Texas. Thearea sur¬

veyed arid mapped sin- e itscommencement hanaggn-
gsieii naorath.ui JbQ.Ooii square miles. The topngi split-
cal maps, which are the moat important and useful re¬
sult oi this survey, see regularly published arid be¬
come at once available lor the lines of the War Depart¬
ment ami the other branches of the government ser¬
vice, for the settlers of our public lands, and for in¬
corporation into school iitLsses and other maps for
popular use published by private enterprise. Its
organisation is Complete and in Okcellent condition
for carrying on its work rapidly and e onomlcaJly,
and it la hoped that the full amount of appropriation

Mked (or by the Chief of Engineer* (or the nest fiscal
year will be granted by Congress.
After a detailed description of the work at the

South Pass of the Mississippi River and the amount
of payments made the Secretary says:.
The epidemic of yellow fever reached Port Eads

about July 'Jt>, and although its ravages did not begin
during the last fiscal year it is well to atate that the
fever became so severe about August 0 that it was
thought necessary to suspend active operations at the
jetties until the fever had disappeared. The earlier
portion of the low water season, during which tiie
work of construction is most easily and economically
conducted, lias therefore l>een lost by Mr. Kads; and
as It became necessary to allow those of the United
States engineer party under the inspecting Officer
who were not thoroughly acclimated to leave the
vicinity, the regularity of detailed reports has been
necessarily interrupted.

11KFORT OK THE CHIEF O* ORDNANCE.
The report of the Chief of Ordnance gives a full

history of the principal operations of the Ordnance
Department during the year. The erection of build¬
ings at the ltock Island Arsenal has been prosecuted
satisfactorily under the efficient supervision of Major
Flagler. Ordnance depots have been established at
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Fort Leavenworth and Chey¬
enne. Attention is called to the great importance of
increasing the appropriation for the manufacture of
small arms. On the 1st of October there were in
store as a reserve supply only 22.6H6 arms of the
latest model. The moral effect of a large supply of
these arms cannot be overestimated. To be pre¬
pared for immediate hostilities is regarded as a great
power which must enter largely as an important fac¬
tor in the determination of international questions
which may or may not lead to war. In accord¬
ance with the act of Congress approved No¬
vember '11, 1N77, a board of officers was con¬
vened, by order of the Secretary of War, for
the purpose of recommending a magazine gun for the
military service. All persons interested in magazine
guns were invited to submit samples and appear iu
person. The report of the Board is submitted with
that of the Chief of Ordnauce. It recommended the
Hotchkiss gun, and, upon the recommendation of the
Chief of Ordnance, the Secretary of War has approved
the action of the Board aud the expenditure under
the law of $10,000 in its manufacture.
The Chief of Ordnance is of the opinion that the

present annual appropriation of $200,000 for arming
and equipping the militia is insufficient to provide
the srms and equipments necessary to encourage new
organizations aud keep the organized forces in proper
condition. He therefore recommends an increase of
the annual appropriation. I suggest that the atten¬
tion of Congress be invited to this important subject.

BUREAU or MILITARY JUSTICE.
In my last annual report I invited attention to the

recommendation of the Judge Advocate General, that
additional legislation should fix, beyond question, a

specific period of limitation to prosecutions in cases
or desertion. The urgent importance of some wise
legislation upon this subject, to which the Judge Ad¬
vocate General again adverts, continues to fully im¬
press me, A small army, such as ours, manifestly
needs all that strict discipline can do to supply, by
the greatest efficiency, whatever may be lacking in
numerical strength. To this end nothing is more es¬
sential than a good military code, set forth in plain
and definite terms, so that by its efficient execu¬
tion punishment may follow crime with cer¬

tainty aud effect. Desertion strikes at the
very root of military strength and discipline.
It not only taxes away from the ranks the numbers
of those who abscond, but it tends to greatly de¬
moralize those who remain, especially when they see
crime attended by impunity. Instances, doubtless,
arc sometimes found which naturally and strongly
appeal to compassion in behalf of men who deserted
long since, perhaps under circumstances of extenua¬
tion, and, having become useful citizens aud heads of
growing families, live in constant and painful dread
of the consequence oi their crime. For such, as for
all similar cases, whether military or civil, the par¬
doning power is designed to afford all proper relief.
The subject is full of difficulty, but probably the

best solution would be to fix the limitation of
the time during which the deserter can be arrested at
three years, and provide that the time shall not run
while the accused shall have absented himself front
the country, secreted himself, or for any other reason
shall not hare been amenable to justice within that
period.

REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.
The report of the Inspector General shows that he

and his subordinates have discharged their duties
¦with ability and leal. Their inspection has estab¬
lished the fact that the commissioned officers, as a

general rule, are temperate, zealous, attentive to their
duties and not addicted to vicious or hurtful habits.
The opinion is expressed concerning the rank and hie
that we have never had a finer body of men in service
than at this time. The instruction in drills and other
military exercises has been much interrupts 1 during
the year, owing to the reduced state of the companies,
the exceedingly small garrisons and the large amount
of labor necessarily imposed upon the men in build¬
ing, repairs, care of public property, 4c. Proper at-
teutiou has been giveu to discipliue, and it is re¬

ported as excellent. The Inspector General reports that
the military prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., estab¬
lished under the act of May 21, 1*74, is now in suc¬
cessful operation. The officers assigned to duty with
it are competent and faithful in the discharge of their
duties, and the convicts are properly governed and
employed, while at the same time they are treated
with humanity and kindness. On the 2ath ult. there
were 373 military convicts confined in this prison.

'

All the shoes required for issue to the troops are
now fabricated by the convicts at the prison, and are
of excellent quality. Indeed, it is said by many offi¬
cers that we have never before had as good an article
in our array, and as soon as the additional shops now
in process of erection are completed many other arti¬
cles now purchased from citizens can, it is believed,
be manufactured to better advantage there. At the
same time a large number of men would be instructed
in useful me bauical occupations that would tend to
make them better qualified for self-support and better
citizens when they are discharged.

KKFOBT OP THE PAYMASTER GENERAL.
The Paymaster General urges the repeal of so much

of the act of July 24. 1876. as forbids payment to offi¬
cers of the army of mileage for travel "ou any rail¬
road on which the troops of the United States are en¬
titled to be transported tree," and he states reasons
for this request which seem to me entirely satisfac¬
tory.

1 Invite attention to the recommendation of the
Paymaster General that such legislation he had as

will require that vacancies occurring in the Pay De¬
partment be filled by appointment trom tho captains
ot the line or from those who have served as ad¬
ditional paymasters.

i also make special reference to that officer's re¬
newed recommendation for the establishment of the
annnlty scheme, which was approved in my last re¬

port, as well as by the President in hia Annual Men-
sage. Upon a reconsideration of the subject I am
still disposed to give it my emphatic approval.
The other recoinuiendatious ot the Paymaster Gen¬

eral, all of them apparently wis i ami judicious, are
commended to the attention of Congress.

BEPORT or THE SURGEON GENERAL.
The Surgeon General reports the total number of

deaths in the army during the year, from all eausrs,
at 266, or about twelve in one thousand. Of these,
121 died of disease and 136 of wounds, accidents and
injuries. The removal of garrisons from threatened
points, although in aome instances deferred later
than prudence would dictate, lias saved the army
from any serious losses during the prevalence of the
dreadful epidemic of yellow fever which has proved
so fatal this year among the citizens of the Routhcrn
States.
The record and pension division of the Surgeon

General's Office has been called upon for Information
as to the cause of death of deceased soldiers in 21,074
cases, being rather more than an average number.
There remained on flic and unanswered at the cud of
the previous year 1«,6'J7 cases, so that the total num¬
ber of cases to lie eearchod during the year was 30,771.
Search was made and replies furnished to the proper
authorities during the fiscal year In 22,027 oases. At
the close of the fiscal year 16,344 cases remained un¬
answered.
In the division of surgical record* a large nainber

of very interesting and complete reports were re-
ceived during the past fiscal year from medical officers
of the army serving on tiie frontier with troops en¬

gaged in Indian hostilities on various matters con¬
nected with army surgery but perhaps no subject
received such careful attention a* that of conveying
the sick and wounded from the Meld of battle to points
of safety, and many were the devices that suggested
themselves to practical officers to make the journey
as comfortable as possible to tho patients intrusted to
their care.

UNION AND CONFEDERATE WAR RECORDS.
The records of the war of the relasUion. both Union

and Confederate, are under the eharg or the Adju¬
tant General of tho Army. The work of prcparlug
these for publication is under charge of Colonel Rob¬
ert N. Scott, United States Army, to whose report I
invite attention. The work of collecting reports of
bsttlns oy Union commanders, which wen; not origi¬
nally forwarded to thia office, has b- .-n unremittingly
prosecuted since the close at the war, and a very
large number has been added to the files through
the medium of correspondence. There are yet some

important reports missing, hut hopes are entertained
ot prisruring them. The Confederate records obtained
in Richmond at the tune of its capture were brougut
here in 1866, and have been caretully arranged, the
agent recently appointed by me. General Marcus J.
Wright, bus tie u assiduously and successfully en¬

gaged tortlie past five mouths in procuring Interesting
papers relating to that side. Through a candid and
liberal understanding with tho Southern Historical
Society, as well as with several other possessors of
such papers, this department ia daily adding to its
material for a history of the war. The department Is
now reaily to transmit to Congress a considerable
amount of matter systematically arranged, so sisiu as

specific action by Congress shall enable it to do so.

T he appropriations heretofore made have been for
preparing for publication, not for publishing. As a

commencement 1* the latter direction I submit that
the following plan would generally be thought the
best!.

'J'hst the Secretary of War lie authorized and di¬
rected to submit to Congress, at. bis early convent-
sic e, the report* of military operation* and battles,
arranged according to the judgment of the compiler
as approved by the Secretary of War.
That $ . be appropriated to print copies

for distribution to libraries, 4c., by members of I on-

frees, and copies for the President of the
nlted States and the executive departments of the

government, to lie distributed by the Secretary of
War; and ooples to bo sold by the public
printer, at a small advance on cost price, at private
aale, the proceeds of such sales to be available for
tlie prosecution of the work of collecting and pre¬
paring other records tor publication.
That 9 be appropriated to continue the work

of collecting and preparing the material lor further
publicationa under the direction of the Secretary of
War.
That the Secretary of War be requested to submit

to c ongress plans for future publicationa a* soon a*

prepared.

The Engineer Department has published a aerie* of
topographical maps from actual surveys ot the vari¬
ous battle fields, upon which are marked the posi¬
tions of the two armies. These are by themselves a

history of tlie war of no ordinary value ami interest.
Coupled with the battle reports now ready for publi¬
cation they would present all that could be obtained
or asked. This would immediately satisfy the ardent
desire of the public, for which it has been impatiently
waiting for years. The correspondence, telegrams,
&c., could follow with little delay.

ItteoHT or THE CHIEF Hill .HAL OFFK'Klt.
The chief signal Officer reports that the established

course of drill and instruction in military signalling
and telegraphy, meteorology and the signal service
duties at stations of observation and report, together
with the drills of the Signal Corps with arms, has con¬
tinued at the school of instruction ami practice at
Fort Whipple, Virginia. The officers of the
sigual service pass the course of drill and
instruction, and serve regularly at the
post of Fort Whipple before being put
upon any other duty. It is recommended that all
officers of the army intended to bo instructed as aid¬
ing sigual officers, or to be temporarily instructors
in geographical military departments for the field
duties of the signal service, be here instructed before
being put upou detached duty. There have been in¬
structed during the year ninety-six men us assistant
observers and eighteen for promotion to the grude of
sergeant. The wise legislation of the act approved
July 'JO, 1878, permanently organizing the enlisted
men of the signal corps, providing 1">0 sergeants, 30
corporals and 270 privates, has been aud will
be productive of good results. It has done
away with annoyances and embarrassments in¬
evitable without it. It has fixed the service on au
honorable footing, and opened a career, of which
thty are proud, to the best doss of young American
citizens. The office files are crowded with applica¬
tions for enlistment. The severe examinations are
successfully undergone. The clause providing "that
two sergeants may m each year he appointed to be
second lieutenants" gives that stimulus of permaneut
service and promised reward so long and earnestly
sought for. Until the results of this organization up
to tnis time so satisfactory, have hceu more fully
tested, it is not a lvisablc that changes be attompted.
0 In pursuance of the act of Congress authorizing
the construction and operation of telegraphic lines
in the interior and upou the frontier for connecting
military postH and stations and for the protection of
the populations from Indian aud other depredations,
officers and enlisted men of the signal service have
been continuod upon these duties. The lines in
Arizona, New Mexico and upon the Texas frontier are
nearly completed. The lines In the Northwest, for
which provision is made, are pushed rapidly forward.
The work of construction has been in largo part done
by working parties furnished by the active co-opera¬
tion of department commanders. A total length of
3,200 miles of line is now operated and maintained in
the care of officers and enlisted men of the sigual
service.
The co-operation of scientific men at home and

abroad has been continued. It bos made a world
wide study possible. The popular support and the
support of the press have been steady aud consider¬
ate. There is the assurance of suoccss in achieving a
public good to follow earnest labor.

THE MILITARY ACADEMY.
The Secretary refers to the annual reports of the

major general commanding the Military Academy at
West Point, and of the Board of Visitors, which as¬

sembled at the examination in June last, and says:.
I concur with the coramandiug general iu his com¬

mendation of the system of competitive examinations
now so largely used to determine the selection of
candidates for appointment from Congressional dis¬
tricts, which is indirectly but powerfully working
to improve the school system of the State. I
also concur iu a proposed partial revision of the
academic system. But 1 am not at this time in favor
of advancing the qualifications for admission or the
grade of theoretical studies at the Academy, it would
serve to exclude many youug men of sufficient capa¬
city for the ordinary military duties without addiug
a iiocessury element of usefulness in their perform¬
ance. 1 would rather drop out certain subjects, to
give time lor the study ot others more practically
useful.
The question of admissions at the September term

Is within the discretion of this department, and will
be duly considered.

I specially commend for favorable action the recom¬
mendation for sufficient appropriations to procure au
adequate supply of water at the post, iu eonuectiou
with the all important subject of sewerage aud also
to complete the hospital. From personal examina¬
tion last summer I am persuaded that their import¬
ance to the health of the officers and cadets is not
overstated.
The gratifying opinion is expressed by the Board

of Visitors, as a "general result of investigation,"
"that there is at least oue public institution in the
United states of which it can be truly affirmed that
the more it is investigated the better it appears, and
for the direct administration and control ot which no
person is believed to have been selected for any other
reason than fitness to discharge the trust conlided to
him." This is the keynote to the candid ami liberal
view exhibited throughout the report, which should
commend it to the careful notice of Congress, while
it should also Inspire in the. country at large the con¬
fidence in our Military Academy wuich it has fairly
won and fully deserves.

UEOIWiK W. McCRARY, Secretary of War.

REAL ESTATE.

The following nalr* were made on the Real Estate
Exchange November 29:.

OY LKSFINASSK AND FRIEDMAN.
Joseph Felt retch, referee.Foreclosure sale of the

three four story brown stone front dwellings, with
two lots, each 25x100.5, No*. 747 to 751 .Madison
av., corner ot Kant 6.7th st., to plaintiff $83,817

Also seven four story brown stone front dwellings,
with plot of laud liKJ.5xlUO.10, No. 1,11U 4th av., n.
w. corner of (No*. 85 to 75) 68th St., to plaintiff .107,020

Also otic lot, 16.6x162.2, on the ii. s. of East 74th st.,
1U6.4 ft. e. ot Madison av., to plaintiff 14,215

IIV HOWARD W. COATKA.
B E. McCafferty. referee.Forecloetire sale of a plot

ot land, 51.1 \1<D.M, n. s. of West 89th St., 556 ft w.
of 4th av., to plaintiff 9,200

nr l. j. and l. ntiLLtrs.
John H. V. Arnold, referee.Foreclosure sale of the

three story brick building, with lot 17.8x103,3, No.
542 East 13th St., s. s., 130.3 ft. w. of a v. B, to
plaintiff 3,500

IIV K. A. LAWKKNCK.
Hamilton Morton, referee.Form:Iosure sale of the
four story brick dwelling, with lot 21x96.9, No.
48 West 32d st., s. s.. 128.lo ft. e. of Broadway, to
plaintiff 16,000

ar it. r. harnett.
Charles Price, referee.Foreclosure sale of four
story brick building, with lot 16x55.4, No. 308
Hast 34th st.. n. *.,32 ft. e. of 2d av.. to plaintiff 7,000

Also, similar sale.George W. Wiugate.referee, of a
two story frame stable, with plot of land 09. llx
150, on Boulevard, n. w. corner of 151st st., to
plaintiff 16,000

nr c. j. lyon.
E. Hibley, referee.Foreclosure sale of the Ave storybrick building, with bit 25xltR», No. 367 East 46th

st.. n. 125 ft. e. of 2d av.; to plaintiff 6,000
Also, similar sale..James Wiley, referee.of a three

story frame building, with three lots, each 25x
1O0.IU, No. 000 Eapt 118th st., n. s.. 06 ft. «. of av.
A; also a two story frame stable, with two lots,
each 25x100. IO. oil the s. s. of East 117th st., 123
ft. e. of av. A; to Norman Andrews 8,000

Total $252,252

OFFXCIAXt REAL K8TATE TRANSFERS.
The following iR a wtatemr nt showing the real estate

transactions recorded in the Register's office Novem¬
ber 20, 1H78:.
3d av e. s., HO.5 ft. n. of 58th at., 20x60; David Levy
and wife to Nathan Abrahams

*

$15,000
D'dancey at., *. 67.6 ft. e. of Allen st., 26x66;

saoio to same 11,000
48th sf .s. s. 64 ft. w. of 6th nr., 21x1 <*>.4; Edward

M. Voorhees and wile to Annie JK. Crissey 20,000
Willi* av.,56ft n. of 146th st.,75x166.6<234 ward);
Tobias 8tark and wife to Frederick Stark 5f*>

5th av., s. o. corner of 41st at., 10x96.4; Joseph
Douglas to William J. Syms 53,560

45th st., *. 156 ft. e. of IItli av. 26x100.5;
Christopher Stern and wife to Henry Msensing.. 9,000

1st st.. s. s 36"»ft. w. of av. A., 74x25.2x77.2; Eve¬
lina II. Votideramith and husband and others to
Peter Scheuermann and others Norn.

1st st. s. a.. 3QU ft. w. of av. A 74x2.72x77.2;
Elijah P. Freeman and others to same 14,300

Av 0.,«. a.,68.2 ft. n. of Htli St., 23.11x63; Joseph
Pfatinetischlag and wife to Charles I«oecher 11,000

Washington square. East. u. e. corner of 4th st.,
56.5x166; A. L. Hanger (referee) to Amos It. Eno.. 31.000

11th av., n. c. corner «»f I0f»th at., looxPRt. Ii ; also
Broadway n w. comer Itj.7th at., 26 pi^xloi.Uxir-
regular, also Broadway, w s. 28.94a ft. u. of ltjfith
St., 84xNl+xIrregular; Timothy Breunait to Mar¬
garet M. Breiitiau Nom.

2d av., e. 8ii .7 it. *. of 4.M at.. 20x61; Jefferson M.
Ie»vy (refereui, to Louis Coweti 9.800

11th av., w. 25.11 ft. n. of 105th *C, 56\lt)0; B. 0.
Chetwood (relereo) to James Mct ormlck .......... 3,025

54tli st., a. a., .>» ft. w. ef 7th av 46x2.7. also 7th av.,
s. w. corner 51th st., 2*7 1x60. also 56th st., n. *.,
14.7 ft. e. of Broadway, 25x100.5; B. Heilly (Sheriff)
to James W Phyfe. 486

Mtaaxa.
Lewis st.. No. 132; also East Houston St., No* 472,
474 and 476, *5 years; David If. Toal to Henry Vogel $1,100

¦ORTUA6K*.
Allen, Anna H., to Ambrose M. Parsons and anether,

s s. of 56th st., «. of ltd av.; 8 months $1,200
Ehrenfold, llenry, to Hnury tiurlech, No. 76 Essex

st.; 1 year 1,000
Rverdell, Henry and wife, to Mary II E. Everdell (ex¬
ecutrix, Ac.), s e. corner of Lexlugton av. and 39th

st i6,ooo
Farvat. Sarah It., to Henry Bromley, Not. 130 and

141 Charles st.; I year. \... . 800
Orlunell, K. Anguste and husband, to Harry K.

Irving, n. s. of 24th st., corner of 7tn av. i 3 years. 6,000
Jerom" Park Villa Site and Improvement Company

to tho Mutual Life insurance Company, about 15
acres of ground, s. of old Boston road (24th ward);

due 100,000
Reanc, Anna C., to the Emigrant industrial Hav
ing* Bank, n. * of Madison st., e. of Montgomery
st 5 years 5,000

Mirtgay, James H and wife, to the North River In-
siifiiuce Company, No. 150 Wavcrley place; I year. 6,000

Mueller, John M., to Adam A. Kramer, a. w. corner
of 11th av. and 66th at.; to aacuro Notea.

Oppenheimer, K., to If A. ('ram, s. a. of 55th at., e.
at Madison av ; 1 year 7,000

Perrv, Heotge It., to Afro Fowler (administrator,
Ac.), e s of Washington av. (24th ward); 3 years I.OfiQ

Price. James and wife, to the Emigrant Industrial
Havings Bank, s S of tilth at., e of 3d av ; I year 1,0 R)

Regan James and another, to J Feehan. No. 65 East
1Ii st.. 5years. 2,.Vf>

Schmidt, llenry and wife, to Johanna Htrauss, n. a.
of 3d st w of 1st av 5 years 3,.'*R)

Tyler, Lixr.le A and hnshand, to the Equitable Life
Assurance Society of the Cnited States, e s of
Madison av.. n. ot 124th st.; I year 9,000

Wfilling, James R. and others, to the Mutual Life
Insurance Company, Nos. 80, 82 and 84 Bowery;

I rear 40,6(10
Wolfensteiu, Philip and wife, to the United Htatea
Trust Company. No 143 F.a«t Broadway ; 3 years 6,000

AMIUNMRgf* OF M0RT6AUK*.
Rerrian, Anna U, to Mary J. Ryer $3»R)
Beits. George F. (executor, Ac.), to Mary A. Wil¬
liamson 3,200

Douglas, Amanda Ii to Ahhia J flauck. I ,.>43
Edwards, Walter and others (trustees, AO.), to G.

Foster ... 4,0tR)
Oermsnta Ufa Insurance Company to Henry Grin-

nell . 6,000
Hell. William aad sons, te Juliet Eelseaberg....... IJAIO

THE COURTS.

IMPORTANT QUESTION OF PLEADING.
In the Court of Coibmon Plow, before Judge Larre-

more, one Purvis sued George Cox to wind up their

partnership in the cork business, Purvis claiming
that his partner owed him several thousand dollars.

To this Cox answered that he had none of the part¬
nership funds and that Purvis was Indebted to him
for services rendered to the extent of $4,500, for
which he claimed judgment. Mr. A. H. lleavey,
counsel for the plaintiff, interposed a demurrer to

the claim for services, and argued that under the new
code no counter claim could l>e interposed to an ac¬

tion iu equity, and that as it was not claimed that the
claim for services arose out of the partnership busi¬
ness the defendant was left to his remedy of suing
for it in another action.*
Mr. Breeden, for the defendant, argued that the

plaintiff's cause of action was upon contract, and as

the defendant's counter claim was also upon contract
it was properly pleaded.
Judge Larremorn overruled the demurrer and was

of opinion that, owing to recent decisions of the
Court of Appeals to the effect that a counter claim
could lie pleaded in many cases not heretofore al¬
lowed, he was constrained to stretch the rule to in¬
clude the plea in this action.

SUMMARY OF LAW CASES.

William T. La Hue, a member of Company I, of tho

Eighth regiment, was court martialed for failing to

attend drills. His flues aggregated $14, and he was

adjudged to pay a penalty of $211 besides. Failing to

pay up he was imprisoned in Ludlow Street Jail. Ho
yesterday obtained from Judge Lawrence a writ of
habeas corpus to obtain hiH discharge, claiming that
his commitment was illegal and that he has had no

opportunity to defend himself.
Rowland N. Hazard and John C. Hazard have

brought a suit iu the Supreme Court against JohuB.
Caswell and William M. Massey, to restrain the de¬
fendants from using the old name of Caswell, Hazard
A Co. and the phrase "Established in 17H0." Judge
Westbrook, beforo whom tho case was argued, granted
the injunction.
FRAUDS ON THE GOVERNMENT.

SUPERVISING ARCHITECT TOTTER CHARGED WITH

CONSPIRING TO DEFRAUD.CONGRESSMAN
CLARKSON N. POTTER BECOMES HIS BONDS¬

MAN.
William A. Potter, one of the persons charged with

conspiring to defraud in the erection of the federal
building at Chicago, was brought before United
States Commissioner Osborne, yesterday, on a war¬

rant of removal, by Deputy Marshal Stlllwoll, of the

Chicago District Court. Tho defendant was accom¬

panied by bis brother, Congressman Clarkson N\

Potter, and his nephew, James P. Lowery. Mr.
Clarkson N. Potter became surety iu $5,000 for the
appearance of his brother, and ho, with the de¬

fendant, went before Judge I'hoate, in tho District
Court, who took the acknowledgment. Mr. Clarkson
N. Potter, who was anxious to get through with the

proceedings as quickly as possible, signed the bail
bond in blank, and it was afterward perfected by
Commissioner Osborne.
Tho defendant is an ex-supervising architect of tho

Treasury Department, and, according to the indict¬
ment found by the Chicago federal Grand Jury, a copy
of which Marshal Still well produced, it is charged that
John M. Muller, A. G. Mills, James G. Hill, Edward
Burling, George C. Trussing, William A. Potter,
George Seed and A. C. Wheaton were parties to the
alleged conspiracy. Muller was stone contractor.
Mills first assistant iu the architect's office. Hill
supervising architect, Burling superintendent of con¬

struction, Trussing assistant superintendent, Beed
foreman and Muller assistant in the early days of the
contra -t. and Wheaton was stone inspector. It also
alleges that the defendants conspired on the 1st of
September, 1876, to defraud the government of
$850,000 on account of stone furnished by Muller in
the building 'of the new Court House; that the
frauds were committed on tho contracts for
stone, for hauling and labor. The character
of the fraud is then set forth auil it is
alleged that in the stone centris t the defendants
claimed and obtained from the United States pay¬
ment according to "stock" measurement, when the
contract really called for "net" measurement, thus
fraudulently obtaining about $25,000 from the gov¬
ernment. In the sawing department it is alleged that
there was a fraud upon the government of $125,000,
ami that the defendants received that amount beyond
that to which they were entitled. That Muller and
Mills, on the 10th of September, 1H76, caused to be
presented to the Secretary of the Treasury and the
Collector of Customs of Chicago the bill for the stone,
and that Hill, Burling and Pressing certified and ap¬
proved such bill. The indictment further alleges
fraud to the extent of $650,000 on the labor contract,
and $50,000 on the hanling contract.

WHAT MB. POTTER HATS.
Mr. Potter, in an interview with a Hebald re¬

porter, stated that he resigned his position as super¬
vising architect on the last day of July, and that
such resignation was accepted; that the offence
which he is charged with is alleged to have been
committed on the 10th September. For the sake of
consisteuey, he supposed, he had been indicted, for
he had followed the example of his predecessor, Mr.
Muller, and his successor, Mr. Hill, had followed the
same practice. Mr. Potter's name is not mentioned
in the indictment in oonuectlon with any specific act.
The trial is set down to take place on the third

Monday in December, in Chicago.

MARRIED AT LAST.

MADE MAN AND WIFE BT JUDGE BUTHEB-

LAND.HAPPT TEBMINATIO* OF A TBLAli IN

THE OENEBAL 8K88IONH.

A young man named Frank Walton, a stepson of a

professor in the Columbia Veterinary College, was

employed as a clerk in the establishment of Messrs.
Cooper k King, at No. 101 Franklin street, about
three years ago. He lunched at a neighboring
restaurant, where Miss Augusta Hiller, a tidy and
prepossessing waitress, tripped cheerfully through
the room, the style of her neat little white cap alone
being perfectly irresistible. Falling in love with the
bright young woman resulted in the trial
of Mr. Walton in Part 1 of the Court
of General Sessions, before Judge Sutherland,
ou a criminal charge, the allegation being that he
had betrayed her under promise of marriage. The
testimony was generally regarded as conclusive and
the case was to have boon submitted to the Jury yes¬
terday morning. The court was crowded, it being
understood that Mr. Charles W. Brooke would sum
up for the accused. His eloquence, however, was
confined to a consultation with Judge Sutherland,
who, evidently pleased with Mr. Brooke's communi¬
cation, told the Jury that a recess must be takeu until
one o'clock, as he expected a very important develop¬
ment in the case. The mystery w»s the subject of
general comment, and presently rumors were afloat
that a marriage ceremony was in prospect and that
the course of true love would run smoothly after all.

t'XITF.n IN WKDLOCK.
A rush was made toward the office of Mr. Sparks,

the clerk of the court, hut those not directly con¬
cerned In the case wore not admitted. Judge Suther¬
land was seated with characteristic composure behind
the rails in one of the easy chairs, and there were
also present Assistant District Attorneys Kollins snd
Herring, Mr. Edward Hall. Mr. llrooke and others, the
prominent figures being Miss Hiller snd Mr. Walton.
Mr. Sparks summoned the young woman and her
coming lord to the desk, where they answered the
usual questions necessary to he incorporated In a
civil marriage. Judge Sutherland performed the ser¬
vice with grace and dignity. Mrs. Walton, suffused
with tears and clasping her little Imy to her bosom,
was then banded her morri ige certificate.

CONGRATULATION*.
Her good parents were In attendance, and thn

father, overjoyed at the scene, congratulated his
pretty daughter. He presented bis baud to his son-
in-law, who, being in somewlmt of a haughty mood,
refused to clasp it. When the court reassembled Mr.
Brooke intimated that lie had some new testimony to
offer.to wit, that iiis client and Miss Hiller had
become man and wife. Assistant District Attorney
Herring, who had conducted the case lor the prose-
ciition, concurred in tint suggestion, ami, turning to
the Jury, Judge Sutherland oTiserved that one of thn
provisions of the statute under which they had been
trying the defendant was that a marriage vitiated a
conviction, and lie therefore lelt it his duty to direct
. verdict of acquittal.

ALL'S WKLL THAT KNI>A WKLL.
This was done and the jolly looking foreman in-

JHired If wedding cake would not lie in order. Thn
uilgn smilingly remarked that under the circum¬

stances he did not know what to suggest, there being
no provision in the statute for that luxury. Another
bright looking Juror arose and with heartiness said
be congratulated the newly married couple and all
hands on the joyful termination of the case, and he
Imped that happiness would result from the ending
or this extraoratnary ease. His remarks, so warmly
expressed, elicited a round of applause which, however,
was promptly suppn-ssed. Neveral of the Jurors
¦hook hands with Mrs. Walton and her friends and
extended to them their heartfelt sympathy.
No ray of sunshine, however, lightened up the face

of Walton, who preserved a very stolid deportment
and evidently thought himself aggrieve! by the
whole proceeding. On conviction no might have
Istou imprisoned (or fivo years.

STRUGGLING FOR FREEDOM.

Patrick Lynch, a tramp, was arrested on Thursday
night while effecting an entrance to the stable of
James W. Blay, on Jersey Oity Heights. When taken
to the Fourth precinct police station the prisoner
made a desperate attempt to escape. Breaking away
from Patrolman White he knocked over Captain
Lennon and grappled with Detective Mclioriiey, who
threw him to the floor. Lynch, finding himself fas¬
tened to the floor, bit Mcliorney iu the leg. He was

finally subdued snd locked up. Yesterday Judge
Davis committed him tor trial on aehargeof breaking
and entering.

The Stock Market Active and
Generally Strong.

GOLD 100 1-8 A 100 1-4.

Government Bonds Firm, States Highei
and Railroads Strong.

MONEY ON CALL EASY AT 3 A 3 1-2 PER CENT.

Wall Street, 1
Fbipay, Nov. 29.6 P. M. J

Yesterday's good cheer seems to have further ex.

panded the cockles of the taurine heart, especially at

its sympathies were directed toward the North-
westerns, for in thcso securities was the chief in¬
terest of the day concentrated. After a fractional
fall early in the morning there followed In thess
stocks a a rally, sharp, vigorous and well sustained.
It was threatening enough to drive the smaller bears
into fits, but it made little or no impression upon the
case hardened grizzlios of larger growth who are

short of the stock. Ho it would appear that the
Northwesterns were advanced to-day, not by reason
of a clamorous demand upon the part of shorts
who feared a squeeze, but from the persistent buying
of the bull party, whose absorbing powers seem to have
no limit. While the general advice to inquisitive specu¬
lators is to "go in and win" the speculation itself ia
not clapped on the back by any additional incentives
to a rise.
The same statements as to the remarkable earnings

of the road and the same predictions of an "incarna¬
tion of fat dividends" to come am the stimulants
employed. As an arriere peniee there may be some

hope of cornering Messrs. Gould and Sago and
some hopes of receiving an unexpectedly large divi¬
dend upon the common stock, but the true base of
the upward movement rests upon the improving con¬

dition of the road itself. During the last hour prices
receded a trifle and tho stock had a tirod look, as

though the speculation, like the road itself, had been
overworked in trying to produce a good impression
upon buyers. Nearly as strong as the Northwesterns
worn the St. Pauls, for no other reason, apparently,
but that they hailed from the same country side and
desired to appear neighborly. Illinois Central sank
away two per cent from opening prices, but recov¬

ered half of the loss at the close, while, on the con¬

trary, Wabash rose nearly two per cent at one time
and afterward lost one, thus proving the truth of the
adage that "two of a trade never agree."
For moBt of the day the coal stocks were on the

weak side of the line of steadiness, but in the last
hour or two some dertlre was manifested for "cash"
shares of Delaware and Lackawanna, and this being
construed as an evidence of a large short interest
the price was bid tip to three-quarters per cent above
that of the opening. The Hannibal and St. Joseph
si>eculation was weaker.the deui ex machina which
has lately manipulated the stock apparently not
being in working order to-day. Lake Shore, after ad¬
vancing from 09 '4 to 7U '4', got its usual tumble and
fell off to t>9?4. Its friends, though loud in commen¬
dation of its excellent qualities, seem gifted with no
better luck than Sisyphus in their endeavors to roll
it up to a higher standard and keep it there. Th«
market was barren of reports and rumors, and, with
the exception of Northwest, the general list re-
msined without feature.
The opening, highest, lowest and closing prioea

of stocks and gold at the New York Stock Exchange
to-day were:.

Opening. Highest. Lowest. Closing.
Gold100', 100* 100* 100*

Pel. and Hudson 38,'-,' 33* 37* 38*
Western Union 94* 95 * 94* 94*
Pacific Mail bI5* 15* 15* 15*
Michigan Central 68* 68* 68* b68*
Lake Shore 69* 70* 60* 69*
Morris and Essex 80 80* 79* 80
Northwest 47* 47* 47* 47*
Northwest preferred.. 77* 78 77 * 77*
St. Paul 34* 35* 34* 35*
St. Paul preferred.... 70* 71 70* 70*
Del., Lack, and West.. 46*' 46* 45* 46*
Erie. Railway 19* 19* 1919
Ohio and Mississippi. 7* 7* 7*7*
C., C..U. and I b33* 33* 33 b33
Wabash Railroad 'JO* 31 19* 19*
Cent, of New .Jersey.. 29 29* 28 29*
Kansas and Texas.... 6* 7 6*6*
Illinois Central 77 * 77 * 75* 76
Union Pacific 66* 66* 66* b66*
Han. and St. Joseph.. 14* 14* 13* 14
Hau. and St. Jo. pref. 36* 36* 3334
The closiug quotations at three P. M. were.

Bid Allot But. AhM.
At A Par Tel ... 2«* 29 Kansas Pacific.. 11 * 11*
Chicago A NW.. 47* 47* Kansas A Texas. 6* 7
Chi A NW pref 77* 77* Lake Shore 68* 68*
Chi, R I A Pee 117* lis Michigan <5ea... 88* 00*
Chi, Her A O ...110 llo* Morris A Kssox HO*
C, CA1C 5* 5* Mil A 8t Paul... 36* 35*
C, C.CAI 33 3:1* Mil A 81 Ppf ... 70* 71
Clcve A Pitts si* 82 Sew York C.-n ..111* 112
Chicago A Altnn 79 79* New Jersey Cea. 29* 20*
Chi A Alton of 102 Ohio A Miss. ... 7* 7*
Canton 21 24 OhloAMUspf.. 15* 16
Del, I.ack A W.. 46* 46* Pacific Mail 16* 16
Del A Hud Canal 36* 38* Panama 122 124
Adams Express.Itko 100 Pitts A Knrt W. iifl* 1(S)
American Kxp.. 49* 49* Quicksilver 10 11
I" 8 Express 47', 47* Quicksilver pf.. !I4 35
Wells.KA Co Ex 98* 99 St L A Iron St.. 15*
Erie 19 W% fit L, KUAN... 6* 6*
Erie pref 33* St L, K 0 A N pf 25V, 25*
Han A St.lo 14* 14* Union Pacifle tW.J no*
Han A St Jo pf. 83* 34* Western Un Tel. !'4* 95
Ulineis Central. 76* 76* Wahash 19* 20

The total sales of stocks at the Board to-day aggr»
gated 209,152 shares, which wore distributed as fol>
lowsWestern Union Telegraph, 6,500; Pacific Mail,
100; Erie, 2,435; Lake Shore, 24,930; Union Pacific,
200; Illinois Central, 1,335; Northwestern, 24,300;
Northwestern preferred, 17,085; Cleveland, Colum¬
bus, Cincinnati and Indiana, 500; New Jersey Central,
4,510; St. Paul, 16,000; St Paul preferred, 8,800; Wa.
bash, 4,855; Ohios, 200; Lackawanna, 56,455; Morris
and Essex, 4,450; Hsnnibal and St. Joseph, 1,185;
Hannibal and St. Joseph preferred, 3,250; Delaware
and Hudson, 2,900; Michigan Central, 510.

Money on call was easy at 3 a 3* per cent, and
closed at the former rate. The following were tha
rates of exchange on New York at the undermen¬
tioned cities:.Savannah, buying at par, selling * a

* premium; Charleston, scarce at 3-16 a ,*. bank, *;
St. Louis, par; Chicago, weak, 75 a 100, and Boston,
25 premium. Foreign exchange was weak, with actual
business st 4.81 a 4.81* for bankera' long, and 4.86*
a 4.86 for demand sterling.
Gold advanced from 100* to 100* at whieh prien

the market closed.
The clearing house statement was:.

Currency exchanges $84,960,008
Currency balances 3,329,373
Gold exchanges 11,054,037
Gold balances 1,070,738
.and the gold clearings at the National Bank of the
State of New York were:.

Gold balance* $1,340,00$
Currency balances 1,343,107
Gold clearings 10,199,000
The imports of dry goods at the port of New York

for the week ending thla date were $959,854, and the
amount marketed $924,819. The total imports of dry
goods since January 1 were $69,742,282, and the total
amount marketed $70,562,107.
Government bonda were Arm end closed et the fol¬

lowing quotations
Bid. A,hod.

United States currency sixes 121.

United States sixes, 1881. registered.. 107* 107*
United States sixes, 1881, coupon 109* 109*
United States sixes. 1865. new, regis.. 104 104*
United States sixes, 1865, coupon 103* 104*
United States sixes, 1867, registered.. 106 106*
United States sixes, 1867, coupon.... 1(81 10(1*
United States sixes, 1868, registered.. 109* 109*
United States sixes, 1866, coupon.... 109* 109*
United States ten-forties, registered-. 107 * 107*
United States ten-forties, coupon.... 107* 107*
United States fives, 1881, registered.. KM* 101*
United Stales fives, |H6|, coupon 10.1* KM*
United States 4*'s, 18111, registered.. 164*' 164*
United States 4*'s, 1891, coupon,... 105* 105*
United States fours, 1907, registered, psl* ltsi*
United States fours, 1907, coupon..,. It).)* 100*
The London advices report very little change in

consols and American securities as oomparcd with
the closing quotations of Wudncsday. Consols were

quoted St 96 a 96 * for both money and the account.
United States 4 *'s at 108*, 1807 s at 108*. ten-fortiaa
at 100*, fives at 108*, Erie at 19*. Erie preferred a*
32*. Illinois Central at 79* and Pennsylvania at 33*.
Mew Jersey Central and Reading were down 1 per
cent, selling at 31 and 12* respectively. To-day la
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